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Women Oppression and Feminism in Everything God Will Come
Introduction

Everything God Will Come is a novel written by Sefi Atta who was born in Nigeria. The novel has gained claims from Zoetrope and Red Hen Press and was published in the year 2005. Sefi’s ideas are told through the voice of a young lady Enitan Taiwo born on the eve of Nigeria attain its independence. Enitan, the protagonist grows up in a country that is picking up itself and trying to develop after a series of wars. Everything God Will Come covers approximately thirty years ago during the outcomes of the nation’s independence. Additionally, the novel describes the life of Enitan during the transition from a child to womanhood, the challenges she experienced and how she becomes toughen by these challenges. These experiences she goes through shapes her into a skeptical lady with minimal trust in men as he tries to develop her own individuality. Women are extremely oppressed by macho men who demand respect and submission. Some ladies are empowered and begin to fight for their rights and how they are worthy to the society just as men are because of these male supremacists who are cruel and unaffectionate towards their wives.
Oppression and Feminism

Sefi Atta is a feminist through her work Everything God Will Come portrays how culture and men took advantage of women and viewed them as lesser people who require controlling and to be dominated.  The protagonist in the novel tries to fight oppression of women, and educate them on their rights. Additionally, Everything God Will Come is a chronicle of Enitan’s life as a child and adult and oppression herself, mother and friend endured during this era. As a child, Enitan family was broken and their parents divorced. According to Akung (49), apart from the nation’s war, she was faced by private conflict within her home where her parents used her as a proxy to acquire her whole attention. The first and major character that displays chauvinism is Sunny, Enitan father, a cruel man who cheats on his wife for not bearing him a son as the firstborn. His affairs result to the birth of his first son which is kept a secret from his wife. Fortunately, his wife bears him a son, however, the son is diagnosed with sickle cell anemia, but sadly dies. This death brings out Sunny’s animosity to his wife as he blames her of negligence and the death of his son.
His wife justifies herself but he does not try to understand her, she laments, “Hospital can’t make a dying child live. I am not an ignorant woman. There isn’t a mother in this world who wouldn’t believe that faith can heal her child after the medicine has failed” (Atta 173). Sunny also displays oppression of women when he declines to comply with the court’s order to give his wife some of his wealth. His brutal and unforgiving nature causes his wife to develop hypertension but this does not seem to affect him. Sunny claims that Enitan’s mother can wait and it is difficult for him to follow the court ruling as he claims his wife tried to get him disbarred. Enitan comes across her parents’ divorce papers that describe her dad as a negligent and unaffectionate person who swayed his child to disregard her mother. Additionally, Sunny falsely accuses his wife of insanity, disrespects her faith and family and conspired with his family to disown her.
It is ironic that a man who is cruel and oppresses his wife is on the front line fighting against oppression caused by the military government. To an extent, he is more than willing to be convicted for his standpoints and publicly criticizes the injustices and lawlessness of the military regime (Ezeife 48). Also one his friend who also advocates against unruliness of the government is involved in cruelty against his family. Sunny’s wife sees the contradiction in his character by stating “Too bad for your father. He can’t keep a family together and now he wants to save his country.”
Sheri, a long-time friend of Enitan also faces oppression from macho men, for instance, she is required to follow some of his rules like covering her head when she steps outside the house, prepare food for Brigadier Hassan as when he visits. Sheri’s brigadier mistreats her since he provides everything they possess and threatens to take it all back. To some extent, he would engage in physical abuse. Sheri’s uncle is another chauvinist, who acquires all his brother’s wealth after he dies not caring about the deceased family. Also, traditional customs play a role in this situation as they did not allow women to inherit wealth (Ezeife 50). When Sheri and her family turns one of their father’s house into a café, the uncle sues them demanding their immediate discharge from the house.
Enitan, the main protagonist is not an exception in oppression while studying in London, her boyfriend takes advantage of her innocence and later accuses her of being frigid as other Nigerian women. Her father also maltreated her, it is evident where he allows her to work in his firm, but she is poorly paid. Enitan is highly educated individual with certain experiences in her field but efforts in the firm are not appreciated. When she tried to challenge her father, it was seen as disrespect. Enitan married Niyi to escape her patriarchal father, but like any traditional man, Niyi expected his wife to be overly respectful and submissive. Niyi also believed in separation of duties where kitchen duties were for the female. Additionally, he never helped his wife in any chores since he claimed he was unskilled in kitchen works. According to Atta (183), Niyi would fake a panic attack near the kitchen doors and keel over. 
Niyi was an overbearing husband who commanded his wife constantly, any disapproval or challenge to his instruction was considered as defiance of his masculine authority as the head of his home (Akung 50).  Some occasion he would warn Enitan to be cautious of what she said. Niyi’s behavior depicts the notions that authentic men should control and dominate their women. Niyi would advise Enitan not to pay attention to her father’s confinement, but she did not heed to his instruction. As a result, he engaged in a four-month emotionless war. He would not care what consequences his actions had towards his expectant wife or even his child since his main desire was the submission of his wife at whatever cost. Their marriage did not last long and finally divorced.
Atta’s novel Everything Good Will Come, displays challenges women faced in the hand of the men and how the African culture encouraged this male chauvinist character. However, the female characters are self-confident and used all available resources to develop and show their value for themselves (Akung 118). For example, Sheri after leaving Hassan she was able to pursue her dreams and start up her business that enabled her to acquire a house and buy a car. An example of a woman with great potential who initially was trapped by some cultural customs that did not allow her to explore her potential is Sheri. Her strong will and courage enabled her to grow economically where she would not rely on anybody for her requirements. Without the support and guidance from Enitan, Sheri would still be living with an offensive man.
Moreover, Enitan lived as a hostage in her home and is described as an inexperienced, ignorant and innocent girl who was raised by a macho father. However, it is ironic that she learned about female liberation from her father “if she asks where you learned such nonsense, tell her your father and he is for female liberation” (Atta, 24). During her life in college and at home, Enitan was exposed to a various situation that is harsh and troubling that helped her identify herself and grow and shaping her life. Sheri and Enitan friendship is responsible for their overcoming overbearing men and pursue their dreams and become successful women in society. Her education also was a tool that helped her during her life.
Additionally, Enitan also criticized the nation for failing to positively progress the men whose action of cowardice resulted in the nation’s economic downfall and an increase in lawlessness (Ezeife 53). Consequently, Enitan was confined for activism and was ready to pay the price as long as her community transformation. She also openly confronted her father about how men are unjust towards women and learn that to become an independent woman she has to be free from any macho men. Furthermore, she identified her marriage as silent which had turned into being noisy. From her marriage experience, she becomes enlightened that for her to respect a man, h has to earn the respect and challenging a man is not being disrespectful but offering her point of view. She then began to empower other women into acknowledging their rights to minimize oppression by men. The various female character advocate for female partnership which would help them in overcoming and fighting oppression as well as grow into independent and useful people in the society. Enitan also joins a movement that advocates against female injustices caused by the society and encourages women to speak up and not keeping quiet while in oppressive hands.
Conclusion

Everything Good Will Come describes the tortures emotional, psychological and physical that Nigerian women faced. The society they lived in encourage the existence of macho men who saw no value or little value in women. Their potentials were reduced to working in the kitchen and bearing children. Nevertheless, a few women after years of oppression by men decide to stand out and fight for their rights and become a role model for young adolescent girls. These characters did not allow patriarchal men to define who they are and supposed to be but show these men they are capable and are an essential aspect of the society. Additionally, the bond formed among women is what helped them pursue their dreams and become successful people. Sometimes, women are to blame for oppression and staying in a brutal relationship and not realizing their value sooner. Finally, the novel describes its female characters as formidable women who after harsh condition they push through and define their individuality.
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